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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) A selling price information mediation service method for 

mediating and supplying selling price information, which includes selling prices of a commodity 
in respective stores and information about the respective stores, over a network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving, from an information requester terminal, an information request that requests 
selling price information about a commodity, and communicating the information request 
directly to a plurality of information provider terminals; 

collecting pi e c e s of selling price information which matches the information request that 
arc rec e iv e d from at least onep ar^ of said plurality of information provider terminals in response 
to the information request and match th e information r e qu e st , and generating collected selling 
price information that matches the information request; 

supplying the collected selling price information to said information requester terminal, 
and charging said information requester terminal a prescribed information supply fee and 
mediation commission; and 
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porforming proc e ssing for paving providing payment of a prescribed informer fee to the 
part of said at least one of said plurality of information provider terminals that provided the 
pieces of selling price information that match the information request. 

2. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 1, wherein a selling price information mediating service employs a membership system, 
and said method further comprises: 

registering an information requester at said information requester terminal and 
information providers at said information provider terminals as members after causing th e m to 
clarify th e ir id e ntiti e s receiving registration information from both said information requester and 
said information providers ; and 

identifying a person who has caused a problem by distributing erroneous information^ 
upon occurrence of the problem. 

3. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 4-2, further comprising keeping a history of an information provider who caused a 
problem by distributing erroneous information and disclosing the history to said information 
requester terminal. 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 § 1.111 

U.S. Application No.: 09/987,667 



Attorney Docket No.: Q67321 



4. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 1, wherein the information request r e qu es t information includes information of a limit 
selling price limit of the commodity, and further comprising supplying said information 
requester terminal with only pieces of selling price information with selling prices each of which 
is at most the Mmi^selling price limit . 

5. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 1, wherein the information request r e qu e st information includes information indicating a 
restrictive area where an information requester at said information requester terminal can buy the 
commodity, and further comprising supplying said information requester terminal with only 
pieces of selling price information of stores located in the restrictive area. 

6. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 1, further comprising supplying said information requester terminal with part of the 
collected selling price information that excludes information about stores^ before supplying the 
collected selling price information to said information requester termina l wherein the collected 
selling price information is supplied after the charging of said prescribed information supply fee . 

7. (currently amended): A selling price information mediation service method according 
to claim 1 , further comprising p e rforming proc e ssing for paving providing payment of a said 
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prescribed informer fee to only part a portion of said at least one information provider terminals 
that provided pieces of selling price information with s om e on e s of having a lowest selling price 
and prices close to it after selling the collected selling price information to said information 
requester terminal. 

8. (currently amended): A system for mediating and providing selling price information 
over a network, the system comprising: 

at least one information requester terminal which requests selling price information; 

a plurality of information provider terminals, each of which provide selling price 
information for a retailer; and 

a management server which mediates selling price information; 

wherein the mediating selling price information comprises: 

receiving an information request that requests selling price information about a 
commodity from at least one information requester terminal, and communicating the information 
request directly to a plurality of information provider terminals; 

collecting pieces of selling price information which match the information request 
that ar e r e c e iv e d from paf^ at least one of said plurality of information provider terminalsrand 
match th e information requ e st, in response to the information request, and generating collected 
selling price information that matches the information request; 
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supplying the collected selling price information to said information requester 
terminal, and charging said information requester terminal a prescribed information supply fee 
and mediation commission; and 

providing payment of p e rforming proc e ssing for paying a prescribed informer fee 
to the par^ at least one of said plurality of information provider terminals that provided the pieces 
of selling price information that match the information request. 

9. (currently amended): A system according to claim 8, wherein said management server 
comprises a membership system, and said membership system comprises: 

registering an information requester at said information requester terminal and 
information providers at said information provider terminals as members after id e ntities receiving 
registration information from both said information requester and said information providers : 
and 

identifying a person who has caused a problem by distributing erroneous information, 
upon occurrence of the problem. 

10. (currently amended): A system according to claim 9, wherein said membership 
system keeps a history of an information provider who caused a problem by distributing 
erroneous information and discloses the history to said information requester terminal. 
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1 1 . (currently amended): A system according to claim 8, wherein the information 
request roquest information includes information of a Hmi^seUing price limit of the commodity, 
and the management server supplies said information requester terminal with only pieces of 
selling price information with selling prices each of that is at most the Ikait-selling price limit . 

12. (currently amended): A system according to claim 8, wherein the r e qu e st 
information information request includes information indicating a restrictive area where an 
information requester at said information requester terminal can buy the commodity, and said 
management server supplies said information requester terminal with only pieces of selling price 
information of stores located in the restrictive area. 

13. (currently amended): A system according to claim 8, wherein said management 
server supplies said information requester terminal with part of the collected selling price 
information that excludes information about stores^ before supplying the collected selling price 
information to said information requester termina l wherein the collected selling price 
information is supplied after the charging of said prescribed information supply fee . 

14. (currently amended): A system according to claim 8, wherein said management 

server performs providing payment of said n roc e ssing for paving a prescribed informer fee to 
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only part a portion of said at least one information provider terminals that provided pieces of 
selling price information with som e on e s of h aving a lowest selling price and prices close to it 
after selling the collected selling price information to said information requester terminal. 

15. (currently amended): A management server for mediating selling price information 
over a network, the management server comprising: 

a receiving unit which receives an information request which requests selling price 
information about a commodity from at least one information requester terminal, 

a communication unit which communicates the information request directly to a plurality 
of information provider terminals; 

a collecting unit which collects pieces of selling price information matching the 
information request that are r e ceiv e d from par^ at least one of said plurality of information 
provider terminals and match the information r e qu e st , and generates collected selling price 
information that matches the information request; 

a supplying unit which supplies the collected selling price information to said information 
requester terminal and charges said information requester terminal a prescribed information 
supply fee and mediation commission; and 

a processing unit which provides payment o fp e rforms proc e ssing for paying a prescribed 

informer fee to the par^ at least one of said plurality of information provider terminals that 

provided the pieces of selling price information that match the information request. 
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16. (new): A selling price information mediation service method according to claim 2, 
wherein said registration information comprises at least one of a registration identification and a 
password. 

17. (new): A system according to claim 9, wherein said registration information 
comprises at least one of a registration identification and a password. 
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